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causes. No general court was created by law, but
a legislative body soon came into existence con-
sisting of six deputies from each town. Before
this Portsmouth meeting ol 1647 adjourned, it
adopted a code of laws in which witchcraft trials
and imprisonment for debt were forbidden, capital
punishment was largely abolished, and divorce
was granted for adultery only. In 1652, the
assembly passed a noteworthy law against the
holding of negroes in slavery.

But the new patent did not bring peace to the
colony. In 1649, Roger Williams wrote to Gover-
nor Winthrop: "Our poor colony is in civil dis-
sension. Their last meeting [of the, assembly]
at which I have not been, have fallen into fac-
tions. Mr. Coddington and Captain Partridge,
etc., are the heads of one, and Captain Clarke,
Mr. Easton, etc., the heads of the other." What
had happened was this. Coddington, representing
the conservative and theocratic wing of the as-
sembly and opposing those who were more liber-
ally minded, had evidently applied to Massachu-
setts and Plymouth for support in the effort to
obtain an independent government for Aquidneck.
This plan would have destroyed what unity the
colony had obtained under the patent, but Cod-